Questions, Peter Druschel, October 23th, 2003


Questions

Notes at the outset.


-we've read your website, and talked about many of the issues i.e. feel free to talk as if we've already got these issues on the table.


- we are not looking for the representation you would give to the media (despite the cameras).  we are hoping for more in depth conversation and stories.  

Background Questions.

Can you tell us a bit about your biography, about how you came to the decision to pursue this career, about particular turning points, events or people that made this seem obvious to you?

Can you talk a bit about Rice CS, about this job as opposed to others you could take? 

Can you tell us a bit about the structure of research projects in Computer Science?  How do they form, are they always collaborative, how much freedom to grad students have, how many are you currently participating in?

Since you seem to have strong connections to Germany, can you say something about doing research in both America (Texas!) and Germany (or even Europe more generally)?  What are the important differences and how do you negotiate them?

Are there specific differences with respect to peer to peer projects?  Do you see different technical or cultural emphases depending on the place?

Funding sources and demands

We're interested in the relationship between where the money comes from, and what the demands are on the research.  If a project is truly "interesting" what would make you turn it down?  How do you assess this kind of thing?

When you write grants to do research, are you asked to elaborate the social impacts of your research?  What do you say?

How do you delegate work to grad students or other researchers?  Are you constrained either by self-interest or by others in delegating… what about being delegated to? 

Collaboration with Hackers

You've mentioned that in this research area in particular, you are often brought into contact with hackers and other businesspeople.  Can you describe what that's like?

Do you find that you have to think about being complicit with their goals, or to defend your research as something different from what they do?

How is working with the open source/hacker community different from working with corporations like Microsoft, HP or IBM?  Are there clear boundaries?  What things do you find you can or can’t talk about (or choose not to) or do?

Peer2Peer Lingo

We've noticed that there are a lot of terms in use in the p2p world that seem to be very "social" and out of place, like trust, accountability, reputation, responsibility, bribery, collusion, incentives,  and community.  Can you maybe explain how these terms work technically, and why they are appealing?  Do you read around in social science, or is this largely based on common sense?

One of the issues that seems to surface repeatedly, is that of "anonymity"—why is anonymity such an important feature, and how is connected to other issues like security, trust and perhaps "openness"?

How much of the research you do depends on the current configuration of the internet?  Is it endangered by the way corporations like cisco or Microsoft or Verizon choose to run their businesses?  Is this ever an explicit part of your research questions?  

Last Questions.

What is your definition of ethics (or of the distinction between ethics and morals)? and politics?
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